Social organization of length of stay of psychiatric patients.
1. Length of stay (LOS) is the major factor determining the use of resources in hospitals and is the primary component in reducing hospital costs. However, relatively little is known about the anatomy of the hospital stay. 2. The stage model of treatment is used to examine the LOS of psychiatric patients. The model assumes the patient is admitted to the hospital, undergoes testing or observation to verify a diagnosis or establish a new diagnosis, and then proceeds to therapy, recovery, and discharge. 3. In practice, the treatment process does not follow a stage model, but is much more complicated. Various kinds of information are revealed throughout the course of hospitalization and treatment continues as events unfold. Diagnosis, therapy, and recovery occur in a dialectical process constantly being reconstructed as it is informed by interpretations of everyday events.